











EVENTS
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EARTH DAY: CCOM JOINS MONTAUK FIRE DEPARTMENT TO REKINDLE
CONTROLLED BURNS AT THEODORE ROOSEVELT COUNTY PARK

The Montauk Movie Theater opened its doors to the public
for a special program on CCOM’s efforts — along with the
Montauk Fire Department and Suffolk County — to bring
back controlled burns at Theodore Roosevelt County

Park. The burn, or the grassland restoration program, was
eliminated a few years back. But there is a good chance
that, with new efforts to bring it back, this extremely
important land stewardship program can be rekindled.

Bruce Horwith, PhD, formerly of the Nature Conservancy
and past director of the burns program, kicked off the
Earth Day presentation. Dr. Horwith talked about the
history of fire in the park and why burns are so essential
as a management tool for the health of the ecosystem.
Next, naturalist Hugh McGuinness presented amazing
photos of the rare and endangered moths that exist
only in Montauk because of the burns. Jim Grimes, a
volunteer with the Montauk Fire Department, discussed
how these fires are an important training tool for the
MFD. In addition, he pointed out that in the event of a

wildfire, planned burns greatly reduce the risk of more
severe fires that could endanger lives and property.

CCOM is meeting with Suffolk County Parks, the
Montauk Fire Department, the NY Dept. of Environmental
Conservation and several naturalists in August to see if
the burns will continue. We'll let you know.

Our annual Earth Day celebration was held in honor of
Carol Morrison, a former president of CCOM, who died
earlier this year. Morrison first became active in CCOM in
1970 to help preserve the 1100-acre Theodore Roosevelt
County Park, the first property saved by CCOM.

As in previous years, CCOM joined with community
members, Scouts, Brownies and the Surfrider Foundation,
to fan out across Montauk in our annual clean-up. A
dumpster’s worth of garbage was picked up from all
parts of the hamlet, especially along the beaches, Fort
Pond Bay, Industrial Road, and along roadways. Our
next beach clean-up will be September 24th.

We hope to see everybody pitching in.




NEWS & UPDATES EVENTS

WITH MONTAUK’S ENVIRONMENT STRESSED TO THE
LIMIT, CCOM RETOOLS TO MEET THE CHALLENGE
From on page 1

professionals, Maureen Rutkowski, our administrator,
and Jeremy Samuelson, our environmental advocate.
This professional expertise leverages the effectiveness of
our volunteer local talent, a board that is 25 members’
strong.

NEW DESIGN TEAM

Additionally, to kick us off we engaged the award-
winning team of Blumenfeld+Fleming, who donated

our new logo and tagline and designed our new
website, brochure, and newsletter. Through our website
and Facebook presence we will keep the community
informed and aware of the environmental challenges
facing Montauk and how you can make your voice heard.
Our nonprofit legal team — the Northern Environmental
Law Center - is providing very cost effective, subsidized
legal research and action.

All the above professionals are assisting us for far

less than their usual fees because they believe in the
importance of our mission. Additionally, we are grateful
for professional environmental expertise courtesy of The
Group for the East End, with whom we have a strong
relationship. This enables us to do specific projects, such
as our own water testing, as well as rely on them for
competent scientific research and evaluation.

OUTREACH

You will notice a new look to our newsletter, and when
you check us out online, you will see a revamped website
as well. These changes reflect increased efforts to reach
and involve more members. CCOM has also partnered
with Third House Nature Center Inc., The Surfriders,
Clean Ocean Action, and Peconic Baykeeper, sharing the
load and bringing their expertise and assets to bear to
preserve and protect Montauk. We are building bridges
to the fishing community (see page 3) and teaming

up with Third House Nature Center Inc. on walks and
educational programs. We have developed a survey

to new members to better gauge your concerns and,
hopefully, involve more of you in our activities. Please let
us know how we're doing, and join us in our efforts.

CCOM and Surfriders Rock the
Talkhouse for Environmental Protection
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A very special thanks to those who helped make our

event such a success, especially Peter Honerkamp,
owner of the Stephen Talkhouse, and to those who
donated gift certificates: Beth Moran ARNP, Integrated
Wellness; Body Tech Fitness; Children’s Museum of

the East End; Giselle Mahoney, Pilates; Gene Tallarico,
Creative Handyman Montauk; Deborah Thompson Day
Spa; Karen Panish, Wellness and Rejuvenation Specialist.
Crow's Nest Restaurant, Ditch Witch, ENE/Harvest
Restaurants, Fish Bar Restaurant, Goldberg'’s Bagels,
Gone Fishing Marina, Gurney's Inn, Hamptons Wines +
Liquors, Montauk Bake Shoppe, Montauk Bookshop,
Peconic Beverage, South Edison Restaurant, Spring
Close Restaurant, White's Dept. Store.




ENVIRONMENTAL ADVOCATE, JEREMY SAMUELSON

THANKS FOR READING. NOW PLEASE PUMP OUT YOUR SEPTIC SYSTEM

Next time you jump in the ocean or the bay for a
refreshing dip or pull a clam out of our local waters, stop
to ask yourself, “what happens to the water that flows
from the kitchens and bathrooms of Montauk homes,
hotels, restaurants and businesses?” The truth is, you're
swimming in it.

According to a recent update to Suffolk County’s
Comprehensive Water Resources Management Plan,
“non-point source contributions of nutrients, pathogens
and other contaminants have been identified as the
primary causes of surface water quality impairments

in Suffolk County.” The plan continues, “groundwater
discharge is one primary source of nutrient loading to
fresh and coastal surface waters.”

Translation: The simple act of pumping out your septic
system every two to three years has a huge, positive
impact on improving our local waters.

Montauk is not hooked into any municipal sewage
treatment system. Instead, nearly every Montauk
property relies on the sand and soil beneath its structures
to filter and strain contaminants from the water and waste
that leave our homes. Depending on how close your
property is to the shore, it may take only days or up to

several years for “groundwater migration” to carry water
from your property to the ocean, bay or pond. In order for
this process to work well, our septic systems must not only
be designed properly but also be maintained.

Most critical to this maintenance is a routine pump out
when the system is emptied and given a once over to
ensure everything is in order.

The County’s water plan concludes: “unsewered areas
where property sizes are smaller than one acre are likely
to cause groundwater nitrogen concentrations that
exceed groundwater management zone target levels.”

In other words, Montauk, far from being immune to
the water quality concerns that plague Suffolk County,
fits exactly the development model that water quality
scientists are worried about.

While wastewater management may not make good
cocktail conversation, the reality is that pumping out
your septic may be just about the most environmentally
responsible thing you can do, particularly in a community
that relies so heavily on clean, swimmable, fish — friendly
waters to draw in hundreds of thousands of tourist to
fuel our economy.

CCOM MERCHANDISE NOW AVAILABLE

Wear your passion for the environment - and your favorite environmental organization!

ONTAUK MONTAUK }
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Keeping Montauk Montauk graphic hoodies, tees and bags

This select group of 100% cotton, long-sleeve tees, short sleeve tees, sweatshirts and canvas bags can be purchased
by emailing info@ccom-montauk.org, calling 631.238.5720. You can also find them at our events. And you can
purchase CCOM logo-branded gear, such as golf shirts or tote bags, through Land’s End. Just go to our

website’s Shop page and click on the “shop now” button.
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TO BECOME A MEMBER OR MAKE A DONATION

VISIT OUR WEBSITE ccom-montauk.org

BECOME A FAN facebook.com/ConcernedCitizensofMontauk

ADDRESS Concerned Citizens of Montauk
P.O. Box 915, Montauk, New York

Tel/Fax: 631.238.5720
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR keatingceline@gmail.com

CCOM BOARD OF DIRECTORS CCOM MISSION

Ed Braun

John Chimples
Raymond Cortell
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Céline Keating
Martha Krisel
Jay Levine

Peter Lowenstein

Harry Ellis Mike Mahoney
Julie Evans Brumm Ed Porco

Rav Freidel Larry Smith
Lisa Grenci Robert Stern

Jerome Tauber
Gene Wolsk
Christopher Yula

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS

Ordinance Enforcement: 324-3858
Harbors & Docks: 329-3078
Natural Resources: 324-0496
Planning Department: 324-1476
Planning Board: 324-1186

NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
Poaching and Pollution Tip Line:1-800-847-7332

Jessica James
Richard Kahn
Shirley Katz

Our mission is to preserve and protect the unique
environment and ecology of Montauk through
education, advocacy, and grassroots citizen action.

SAVE THE DATE

= SEPTEMBER 24: NATIONAL CLEAN-UP
Help us do our part in Montauk

® OCTOBER 2: HIKE
Point of Woods to Lighthouse (approx. 5 miles)
Hike Leader: Ed Porco (631.603.2262).
Meet at Camp Hero Rd. — 10 am.

® OCTOBER 2: FIELD DAY
Games, music, and all-around family fun.
Theodore Roosevelt County Park — Noon.

" OCTOBER 23: MEET THE CANDIDATES

Your chance to engage directly with candidates for
office this November. Montauk Firehouse — 1:00 pm.

= ANNUAL MEETING
Stay tuned for the date



